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For Immediate Release 

Date 10/24/13

PortSide NewYork contact: 
Carolina Salguero, Director 917-414-0565, press.portsidenewyork@gmail.com
From Ship to Shore, a year of PortSide NewYork of Sandy Recovery work: 
saving a historic oil tanker; helping Red Hook, Brooklyn 
a White House award, NYS Senate recognition
PortSide programs for flood prep, our recovery recommendations for NYC

PortSide announces our Sandy honorees, partners in Red Hook Sandy Recovery:
IKEA, Realty Collective, Schneider Electrical Contracting, Peter Rothenberg
As you prepare your Sandy anniversary stories, there is a largely untold story in the year of the waterfront-themed non-profit PortSide NewYork, based on a historic ship.
PortSide is an unusual Sandy story in that we are a case of both Sandy preparedness – we worked for four and a half days to save our ship, the MARY A. WHALEN – and recovery work.  Coming off the ship after Sandy, we helped the Red Hook community via a pop-up aid station we created and ran for a month, followed by a virtual aid station and other endeavors over the year.  
Our work with the MARY A. WHALEN before and, at some risk to the crew, during the storm,  saved an asset on the National Register of Historic Places, and prevented the ship from damaging the property of others, as would have happened if the 172’ long ship broke free.  PortSide avoided the disastrous fate of the tanker JOHN B. CADDELL which went up on the rocks and became one of the most vivid symbols of Staten Island’s Sandy tragedies.

In April, the White House awarded us a “Champions of Change” award for our Sandy recovery work. In June, PortSide was honored by the New York State Senate for its work.

More at our year of Sandy work at the blogpost http://portsidenewyork.org/sandy-portside-role/
PortSide now wants to help the community understand marine weather and know how to prepare for flood risks as we did.  
~ more ~

Working closely with the community over the year has inspired PortSide to develop programs to help Red Hook and other waterfront neighborhoods understand hurricane and flood risks.
PortSide is developing programs such as “Height of the Hook” to help Red Hook understand future flood risks and how to prepare for them, and a vehicle evacuation concept we will discuss with NYC DOT and NYC OEM, plus tips for Rapid Repair, Housing Recovery and more.  PortSide is excited to launch these programs and eager to reach out to community partners and finalize plans.
“Height of the Hook” is planned as a series of educational events for youth and adults, a community-wide labeling of Red Hook’s elevation above sea level and Sandy flood line.  In keeping with PortSide’s goal of bringing the community ashore and the community afloat closer together, authentic voices of the working waterfront will be involved in the educational events to explain marine weather forecasts and to bring the subject to life.

As an educational and advocacy organization, PortSide is also developing ways to tell Red Hook’s Sandy stories so the community can learn from them and become more resilient. 
PortSide is turning its spring fundraiser “The Red & White Ball, a Red Hook Revival” into an opportunity to showcase all of Red Hook and also honor and explain the work of PortSide’s partners in Red Hook’s Sandy recovery.  

We are announcing those honorees now to get their stories out for Sandy anniversary media coverage.  
IKEA is a powerful player in Sandy recovery, a story which has received little mention in the press.
IKEA Brooklyn donated products directly to LOCAL non profits.

IKEA opened its Red Hook doors to National Disaster Organizations (FEMA & SBA, the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce and others which used half of the restaurant and other spaces for their operations.

IKEA Brooklyn donated furniture to over 25 small businesses.
IKEA Brooklyn worked with Tunnel2Towers who brought about 16 box trucks full of donations for their co-workers and Red Hook neighbors for two weeks.

IKEA Brooklyn subsidized free Red Hook Summer Ferry.

IKEA, in partnership with Global Green funded the “Solar for Sandy program” which is installing solar-power in one community center in Red Hook, the Red Hook Rec Center, so this neighborhood has one off-the-grid for emergency center. The ribbon cutting was yesterday.
~ more ~

IKEA Brooklyn held a hiring event for displaced workers as a result of Sandy, offering temp work until their home businesses were back on their feet,

Additional work occurred at IKEA Elizabeth, Paramus, & Long Island with each store each working with their local communities.

IKEA Brooklyn provided great support for their co-workers:
· They brought in 3 counselors to help co-workers cope with the situation.

· IKEA converted its large conference room into a makeshift shelter for co-workers and their families.

· IKEA US organized a co-worker to co-worker donation program to help those IKEA co-workers who lost their homes or personal belongings.

· IKEA received donations from other IKEA stores to give to our co-workers & their families (The store in Virginia sent a truck full of donations, driven up by two of their co-workers).

and

IKEA US donated over $500,000 in products for the NY/NJ area to disaster relief via the Red Cross.  

Realty Collective
Realty Collective ("RC") donated the space at 351 Van Brunt Street and the power, internet and phone line for PortSide’s Sandy aid center there. "RC" set up and hosted community meetings and continues to make the space available for Red Hook Monthly Sandy Survivor meetings and more.
Schneider Electrical Contracting
Their principal Danny Schneider repaired and certified sixty Red Hook homes and repaired almost two dozen for only the cost of parts.  He also did similar work in the Rockaways. PortSide coordinated his work in Red Hook.

Peter Rothenberg 
PortSide Curator Peter Rothenberg helped save the tanker MARY A. WHALEN from Sandy, at personal risk to himself, by riding out the storm aboard the ship with Carolina Salguero. He restored what flooded historic documents in our collection could be saved, and he helped set up and run our aid center “351.”

~ more ~

About PortSide NewYork

Our mission is to create change on the waterfront: more and better use of NYC’s Sixth Borough, the waterfront BlueSpace.  This effort represents the second phase of NYC's waterfront revitalization (the first phase was "access," just getting people to the edge).  PortSide leads in creating educational, cultural and economic activity once you get there.
PortSide works with the community ashore and the community afloat; our goal is to bring the two closer together, to foster their mutual understanding and to create synergies between the two.  PortSide programs are diverse—they include maritime preservation, visiting vessels, arts and educational programs, community service and advocacy.  What unites them is the focus on water and waterfront issues.

PortSide has its offices aboard a historic ship, the MARY A. WHALEN, and with her, PortSide has created the world's only oil tanker cultural center.  We run our waterfront-themed programs on and off the MARY. 

We are devoted to our home neighborhood Red Hook, and many of our programs are designed to aid Red Hook's revitalization (while showing how water-themed programs can boost all waterfront neighborhoods in NYC).
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